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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The current conflict in Yemen has had an immense impact across all governorates 

in Yemen, leading to the displacement of over 100,000 households in the past sev-

en weeks alone. The most pressing humanitarian issue that remains is the severe 

lack of basic services and items of life, such as food, fuel, water and sanitation 

supplies; in fact, in many areas, these services have been entirely absent. The most 

recent conflict in the district of Sirwah has caused an additional displaacement of 

around 1,000 households to various locations in the governorate of Ma’rib. 

Without adequate assistance, these shortfalls continue to contribute to a human-

itarian crisis. After a ceasefire was announced on 15 May, Islamic Help UK (IHUK) 

conducted a raid field assessment out of its sub-office in Al-Matoon to assess the 

situation of IDP households and their most pressing needs. 

The assessment covered the following districts: Al-Matoon, Al-Zahir, Al-Khalq, 

Al-Matamah, Al-Ghayl, Al-Hazm, and Kharab Al-Marashi. 

For additional information, contact our office in Yemen: 

Tel: +967 (0)1 411836.  Fax: +967(0)1 411837.  

Email: yemen@islamichelp.org.uk. URL: www.islamichelp.org.uk



OBJECTIVES & METHODOLOGY 
This assessment was designed with the following objectives in mind: quickly identify 
immediate needs and the reach of services to communities in the region, focusing 
on how households procured basic items such as food and water. The assessment, 
one of the first to be conducted in the current context, also documents livelihoods 
osses caused by the prolonged conflict to date. 

METHODOLOGY and TARGET GROUP CONSIDERATIONS

This rapid assessment was conducted mainly through focus group discussions 
(FGDs) with IDP and host household heads, local government workers, school and 
health unity employees and water management committees. The assessment also 
focused on the technical details of those facilities offering crucial livelihoods sup-
port for displaced and host populations. 

To ensure that the assessment involved people regardless of their gender, the as-
sessment team conduct specific visits to female-headed households (FHHs) and 
approached female-only schools to include their specific issues in the assessment. 
This approach served essential to ensuring that women and girls in the current con-
text remained adequately represented. The assessment forms also inquired about 
further vulnerable female returnees and IDPs, including widows, disabled women, 
and women separated from their families, be they adults or minors. 

The field team consisted of IHUK office staff located in the governorates of Al-Jawf 
and Ma’rib, supported by members of the community in areas of displacement. 
Staffmembers visited a number of host communities, including those areas in which 
staff was informed that IDP per-capita concentration was the highest. IHUK staff un-
dertook a comprehensive survey procedure that ensured that no individuals were 
placed in undue risk when participating in the assessment, to follow humanitarian 
guidelines of “Do No Harm” when serving those in conflict contexts.

The first wave of emergency assessments covered displacement in two different 
governorates, Ma’rib and Al-Jawf, and is intended to inform stakeholders and prac-
titioners of the most prominent IDP needs. A full map of the extent of displacement 
is provided on the next page, and the findings of the assessment summarized imme-
diately afterwards. 
 



MAP OF DISPLACEMENT

District Estimated No. of IDP Households, 
20 May 2015

Dhana & Al-Rawdah 1000
Ma’rib City and Al-Wadi 300

Al-Matoon 500
Al-Matamah & Al-Zahir 800

Al-Khalq, Al-Hazm & Al-Ghayl 500
Kharab Al-Marashi 700

The map shows proportional density-based concentrations of IDPs, with the bold arrows 
showing trends of displacement and thin arrows showing the most recent wave of second-
ary or additional displacement due to violence in Sirwah. A table with estimated numbers is 
presented below. 



FINDINGS
The following section presents the most prominent and representative findings of the 
rapid assessment, organized by thematic area. The catchment area of the assessment 
primarily consisted of those IDPs who had fled out from Sana’a and Sa’ada to the Al-
Jawf governorate in the past few weeks, yielding a detailed picture of the humanitarian 
situation for these target populations. 

FOOD SECURITY 
Food scarcity has become a day-to-day concern for most households in the assessed 
regions, with displaced and hsot populations both indicating that access to food is ex-
tremely limited. Problems to food access seem two-fold: supply-driven, with the current 
conflict shutting down crucial transportation routes that prevent food from reaching the 
market, and demand-driven, with the influx of additional populations and their limited 
income preventing most from accessing adequate food. 

The two-fold nature of the barriers to food access have exacerbated the effect of 
conflict on local food security. In regards to transportation, the loss of transport services 
has largely prohibited the sale of food items that are transported between districts and 
governorates (the majority of the food sold and consumed). The limited supply of food 
is compounded by an increase in demand due to the arrival of IDP households, causing 
food prices to skyrocket in recent weeks. From these findings, it is clear to see that more 
work will need to be done to ensure that food is affordable and accessible to all popu-
lations in need. 

The lack of transportation has significantly reduced 
access to food, causing food insecurity. 



FINDINGS
SHELTER

Many IDP households are currently residing in abandoned or otherwise unoperational 
schools that do not have the faciilities to provide adequate services of life. In addition, 
due to the separation of these schools from the host commmunity, there has been little 
service provision of services from the host community towards displaced populations. 
However, the majority of IDPs who have fled to Al-Jawf during the first weeks of the con-
flict are residing with relatives and other host households, which themselves have drasti-
cally reduced resources. 

           PROTECTION
Survey respondents did not report any significant protection issues, stating often that host 
communities and IDP households have retained a cordial relationship. Estimates of IDP 
numbers within each district are provided below, support with information provided by 
local community members. 

District Estimated No. of IDP Households, 
20 May 2015

Dhana & Al-Rawdah 1000
Ma’rib City and Al-Wadi 300

Al-Matoon 500
Al-Matamah & Al-Zahir 800

Al-Khalq, Al-Hazm & Al-Ghayl 500
Kharab Al-Marashi 700

However, it is important to note that, in some of these areas, the number of IDPs may 
have been overestimated initially. The coming weeks will see an increasing number of dis-
placed households from Sana’a and Sa’ada due to the intensification of the conflict and 
the cessation of the ceasefire. Stakeholders will need to remain vigilant to report whether 
this increase in displlaced populations could lead to future protection issues. 

Moreover, the environment of the governorate has pre-
sented further challenges to IDPs and hsot communities 
alike. The barren desert and lowland has limited the liveli-
hoods opportunities for IDPs and has largely necessitated 
that IDPs without host families live in abandoned buildings 
in which heat, sandstorms, and disease vectors all present 
possible additional threats to the daily wellbeing of these 
populations. Recent displaced populations from the district 
of Sirwah have left many in mountainous areas inhabited 
mainly by ruralist populations, without access to basic ur-
ban-centered services such as electricity and water. 

IDP children living in an abandoned school 



FINDINGS
WASH

The availability of potable water has been severely curtailed by the shortage of petro-
leum products in the majority of the region. Household respondents reported that they 
obtain limited water from water provision projects and supplement their water supply 
with ad hoc sources of water, such as from agricultural wells. Other issues include the

lack of water storage tanks and filtration de-
vices, so much of the water that is currently 
consumed has not been cleaned nor filtered 
for safe drinking. In addition, some water trucks 
are still in operation but, due to security con-
cerns, have cut back their services; this is fur-
ther exacerbated by the lack of acess to dis-
tant and vulnerable communities. Among the 
most urgent needs for displaced populations 
are water trucking, water tanks, and transport 
networks. 

Sanitation has also been greatly affected, due to the additional strain on sanitary facili-
ties. Within schools, for example, some of which host upwards of hundreds of displaced 
individuals, all displaced families have to share a single washroom per gender, increas-
ing the risk of disease transmission and poor sanitation. 

HEALTH 
Due to the aformentioned risks associated with poor sanitation, disease has started to 
spread among IDP communities. Lack of waste management, in conjunction with the 
increased frequency of dust storms, has led to an increase in the incidence of malaria 
and diarrhea that largely remain untreatable due to the lack of expertise and of health 
facilities and supplies. The urgency of these concerns is sharpened by the observation 
that most of the IDPs are women and children who have lower capacity to deal with 
health issues, including a high number of pregnant and lactating women with mal-
nourished children in need of urgent support. In addition, many of the most recent 
displaced populations are located near the Ma’rib Dam Basin, an area populated by 
several disease vectors. 

EDUCATION
Schools in the governorate have not been operational for several weeks now. Among 
the needs that were surveyed, education remains one of the most sparsely found, 
indicating that IDP households have not yet prioritized education as one of their core 
needs. Were the displacement period to become protracted, however, education for 
children woill remain a critical concern. 



NEXT STEPS
As the majority of households in the region have limited supplies - including those for 
sanitation, health, and transportation - it remains critical to provide basic services and 
distribute slife-saving food and medication. IHHUK, in conjunction with the UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), has provided non-food items (NFIs) and water filters to a total of 1,000 
displaced families in Al-Mutoon, Al-Hazm, Al-Khalaq, Al-Ghayl, and Al-Masloob districts. 

According to OCHA, 720 IDP families have received NFIs in Al-Jawf as of September of 
last year, indicating that the recent influx of displaced populations has led to an expo-
nential increase in demand for services and external assistance. 

Due to host communities having limited capacity to assist displaced populations, it has 
become crucial to develop long-term solutions to ensure that these areas can cope 
and develop resilience in facing economic and conflict-related shocks. 

Islamic Help UK has designed plans to target IDP households in areas of displacement, 
retaining capacity in many of the most severely affected areas. Additional services will 
be needed to prepare for future emergencies or IDP movements into these areas. 

IHUK’s unique capacity as the only organization with staff and resources in these areas 
has enabled it to serve thousands of displaced families. If you would like to join us in our 
cause to ensure the wellbeing of conflict-affected civilians, contact our Yemen office 
here: 

Tel: +967 (0)1 411836.  Fax: +967(0)1 411837.  

Email: yemen@islamichelp.org.uk. URL: www.islamichelp.org.uk


